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SHEPHERDS 

I like that you chose shepherds, Father. 
 
You wanted to announce the greatest birth ever, 
The birth of your son. 
So you arranged an outdoor concert,  
With a full angel choir, 
To entertain … 
Shepherds! 
 
Not the local government officials; 

religious leaders; 
community leaders; 
chamber of commerce. 

No.  
Shepherds. 

men who slept outdoors, 
wrestled wild animals, 
ate meat, 
and rarely washed. 

 
Did you do that so that men, 
Ordinary blokes, 
Would realise this news was for us? 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.’ (Luke 6: 15, NIV)  
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BEING MALE 

I worry for my gender, Father. 
 
For many generations, 
In many cultures, 
Man has dominated,  
Suppressing women, 
Depriving them of power and rights. 
 
You saw it when you were on earth.  
You spoke up for a woman caught in adultery, 

about to be punished by death,  
while the man was unnamed.  

You told a story of a woman  
unable to get justice from a judge, 
because she was a woman.  

You challenged men,  
who judged the morality of a woman,  
but were self-righteous about their own.  

 
Our society has come so far in gender equity, 
Yet we men have so far to go. 
Statistics and stories declare our faults:  

violence against those we profess to love, 
binge drinking, alcoholism and drug addiction, 
predatory sexual behaviour, 
dangerous driving, 
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unfaithfulness and promiscuity, 
neglect of financial and moral responsibility for 
children,  
abuse of ourselves and others …  

To prove our ‘manhood’ or  
Declare our independence. 

 
Jesus showed how to be a man— 
Courageously standing for what is right; 
Loving uncompromisingly; 
Showing compassion,  

forgiveness, 
blessing; 

Putting the needs of another before himself— 
A strong and confident man’s man, 
Yet with a sensitive heart. 
 
Will you help me to be a man, 
Your way, Father?  
 
So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the 
wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, 
humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, 
content with second place, quick to forgive and offence. 
Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you. 
And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. It’s your 
basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it. (Colossians 
3: 12–14, MSG)  
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SHAME 

We men feel shame, Father. 
 
We feel it when we drink too much, 
When the habit of alcohol 
Over-rides our common sense.  
 
We feel it when we resort to violence, 
Yelling, abuse, intimidation,  
As a way of dealing with problems. 
 
We feel it when we are absent fathers, 
When our children 
Are left to fend for themselves.  
 
We feel it when we are unemployed, 
When we are unable to provide 
For our families. 
 
We feel it when a seductive smile, 
Or a shapely body, 
Distracts us from our focus.  
 
We feel it when we speak thoughtlessly, 
Causing hurt or embarrassment 
To those who deserve our respect. 
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We feel it when we allow sex 
To lead us into behaviours and relationships 
Which hurt others and ourselves.  
 
We feel it when we cannot connect, 
When our shyness  
Prevents us from relating to others. 
 
We blame testosterone for controlling us. 
We blame expectations for pressuring us. 
We blame others for provoking us.  
 
How can I be a man, Father, 
Who does not blame  
And does not feel shame? 
 
But Lord, you are my shield, my glory, and my only hope. 
You alone can lift my head, now bowed in shame. (Psalm 3: 
3, TLB)  
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TOOLS 

I was looking through Dad’s tools, Father. 
 
When he died, they came to me: 

hand saws, 
hand drill, 
plane, 
spoke-shave, 
brace and bit, 
marking gauge, 
axe, 
assorted garden tools… 

 
There are other tools mingled with my own tools: 

screwdrivers, 
chisels, 
spanners, 
wrenches … 
and assorted screws, bolts, nails and other fixings. 
 

Some of the tools I regularly use, 
Others rarely, 
Some never. 
 
But as I look at them,  
I recall him using them, 
Teaching me to use them.  
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He left me other tools, too— 
Tools for life: 

values,  
attitudes, 
strategies for thinking and deciding and acting. 

And faith. 
He taught me about you. 
He gave me a Bible.  
 
Thank you, Father, for all he left me. 
Help me to leave my kids with the right tools too.  
Make me a tool in your hands 
And use me to get jobs done for your kingdom. 
 
Do not let any part of your bodies become tools of 
wickedness, to be used for sinning; but give yourselves 
completely to God—every part of you—for you are back 
from death and you want to be tools in the hands of God, to 
be used for his good purposes. (Romans 6: 13, TLB)  
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HOLDING TIGHT 

She grasped my finger, Father, 
Wrapped her tiny hand around it, 
Her fingers barely reaching half way. 
But she held on 

tightly, 
with a grip that belied her size. 

 
It is ironic,  
Because I am wrapped 

around her little finger. 
She has captured me,  
Shackled my heart to hers.  
 
You too have captured me, Father. 
Shackled my heart to yours. 
Keep me holding on. 
 
Hold on to what is good. (1 Thessalonians 5: 21, NIV)  
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JUMPING 

She Jumped into my arms, Father.  
 
She stood on the table 

and leapt into space at my call, 
Knowing I would be there, 

trusting my arms to catch her, 
trusting my love to save her. 

 
I remember when she became part of us, 

aged two:  
Insecure; 
Unable to walk properly; 
Trusting nothing and no-one; 
Fearful at being lifted up, 
Or even lowered onto her back; 
Terrified of any height. 
 
But we taught her to trust our love. 
Day by day, 
Little by little, 
She has learnt that we will not leave her, 

nor send her away.  
She has learnt to trust our love. 
Now she will leap from a table, 

trusting my arms. 
 
Don't give up on me, Father. 
I'm still learning to trust your love. 
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I'm still learning that you will always be there; 
That I can step out in faith at your calling, 
And your arms will catch me. 
Teach me to trust your love. 
 
Yes, because GOD’s your refuge, the High God your very 
own home, evil can’t get close to you, harm can’t get 
through the door. He ordered his angels to guard you 
wherever you go. If you stumble, they’ll catch you; their job 
is to keep you from falling. (Psalm 91: 9–11, MSG)  


